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It’s lift-off as the balloons 
finally float up, up and 
away for annual festival 


PAGES 6 and 7 


Easter aims for glory 
as Saints eye up a 
successful season 
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Nothing could 
have been done 
to save couple 


But the Randalls’ deaths 

BY JONATHAN REILLY 

jonathan.reillyPhpnorthants.co.uk 


THE death of an elderly couple - whose 
bodies were found in their home - could 
not have been prevented by local author¬ 
ities, according to a new report. 

Derrick and Jean Randall, 77 and 79 
respectively, were found dead in their 
house at Birch Barn Way, Kingsthorpe, on 
January 7. 

At the time, the county was covered in 
snow, which prompted fears they had 
frozen to death. 

However, the serious case review said 
that Mrs Randall died of a heart condition 
and Mr Randall perished from pneumonia 
and lung cancer. 

The report reveals that Mr Randall had 
not been treated for his cancer and that 
because of the seriousness of their illness¬ 
es “their decline was inevitable and prob- 


will prompt review about 

ably rapid.” Mr Randall was the only carer 
for his wife, who was confined to a wheel¬ 
chair after she fell and broke her hip in 
2007. 

The couple had previously refused social 
services’ offer of support. 

In December 2009 Mr Randall contacted 
his GP to tell him that his wife’s condition 
was deteriorating and that he was finding 
it difficult to cope on his own. 

The GP contacted social services and the 
county council offered the couple the 
chance to receive support at home but 
they refused, preferring to move into a 
private residential care home - a perma¬ 
nent solution. 

The report involved local GPs, 
Northamptonshire NHS, Age Concern and 
Northamptonshire County Council. 

It found that during December 2009 the 
couple was contacted by the relevant 
bodies 17 times. 


people who refuse care 

However, the review did say that Mr and 
Mrs Randall died without the benefit of 
the care that could have made the last few 
weeks of their lives more comfortable. 

It also recommended that the agencies 
review the way they deal with people who 
refuse their care. 

Northamptonshire County Council’s 
corporate director of health and adult 
social services, Charlie MacNally, said: 
“Firstly, I would like to once more give my 
condolences to the family for their sad 
loss. We welcomed the serious case review 
as we were keen to investigate fully the 
surrounding circumstances of this dis¬ 
tressing case and ensure any opportuni¬ 
ties for improvement were identified. 

“The coroner’s findings had already 
made clear that the couple had both died 
from natural causes and that this was not 
a case of abuse or neglect. However, the 

■ Continued on page 2. 



The wait is over... 


THERE were celebrations among students this week as 
the GCSE results were released on Tuesday. 

Amy Brooks from The Duston School was one of those 
jumping for joy. 

For a round-up of results see page 5. 


Northampton Herald & Post - The best things in life are free every week 


, Executive leather collection all . 

Educed:- - the Romano 5* Leather 
top quality 2 piece suite large * 

regular PAIR) is now just £499 

^ the original price. / 

That’s why I’m SOFA KIN£ 

^ popular 


Check 

" this out for a SOFA" 
r KING MAD offer:- 20 left"' 
r only. The designer Clifton 
r large light beige 5* leather 
sofa's are just £199 each! 

/These beauties are meant to be 
£799.99 each! So another 
lincredible £600 saving from THE 
\KING! At this price you could even 
\buy a pair for £398.. Thats 75%^ 
k discount! Loads of sofas and A 
suites to choose from, 
all on display' 


100's of sofas, 2, 3 and 4 peice suites, bed frames, mattresses (budget and posh) and the odd piece of 
furniture. All stock is end of line clearence, cat returns, cancelled orders etc. 

Everything is on display in my 5000 sq ft show room . PLUS guaranteed 
delivery within 7 days! (even the same day if you smile) or you can collect to 
save the £15 delivery charge. 

Everything is genuinely priced up to 75% less than the RRP! 
ie £300 sofas I sell from £99. Located in Far Cotton,Northampton in the massive 
yellow building just past B&Q and KFC, next to the cafe with the car on the roof. 
Open 7 days a week with free customer car park. Stock changes everyday! 


Sofa 

KiNG 


48 




Where the prices are SOFA KING low you may just wet your pants! 
































